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    Contact: Brian LoPinto (FOHS) (973) 773-8646
             Ronny Dennis (ATQMRA) (718) 344-0502
                                                         Date: August 19, 2008





         For Immediate Release:

                    Hinchliffe Stadium Hosts First Public Event Since 1997
PATERSON, N.J. – On Sunday, August 31, 2008 from 1:00–5:00 P.M., the Friends of Hinchliffe Stadium (FOHS), in conjunction with the City of Paterson, Paterson Public Schools and the American Three-Quarter Midget Racing Association (ATQMRA) present the Hinchliffe Stadium Racing Expo.

The expo is part of the annual Great Falls Labor Day Festival, a three-day event that begins on Saturday, August 30 and concludes Monday, September 1. The Hinchliffe Stadium Racing Expo will mark the first public event at Hinchliffe Stadium since the historic ballpark was condemned in 1997.

The expo will feature a variety of cars, some of which have raced on the track at Hinchliffe Stadium.  In addition, modern day midget cars that could potentially race at Hinchliffe Stadium in the future will also be presented.  In total, over 35 cars are slated to be on display inside venerable Hinchliffe Stadium.
“The Hinchliffe Stadium Racing Expo is an excellent opportunity to celebrate Paterson’s rich racing history,” said Ronny Dennis of the ATQMRA.  “Hinchliffe Stadium was home to arguably the finest racing competitions in the entire country during the 1930’s through the 1950’s.  Hinchliffe Stadium could conceivably be home to modern day racing in the near future.  With the nearest race track to Paterson approximately two hours away, Hinchliffe Stadium can become a premiere racing destination for years to come with relatively no competition.” 
Scheduled to appear at the Hinchliffe Stadium Racing Expo are former racers that competed at the corner of Liberty and Maple during the height of the glory years at Hinchliffe Stadium.  Bill Claren represents Hinchliffe’s deep rooted midget racing history.  Claren, known as Black #36, took the reigns of his Kennedy Ford V8-60 at Paterson’s historic ballpark.  Claren credits his racing dexterity to racing legends “Bronco” Bill Shindler and Pappy Hough, both of whom were marque racers at Hinchliffe Stadium.  Claren is a 1995 inductee to the Living Legends of Auto Racing Hall of Fame in South Daytona, Florida.  Ronnie Kohler will also be on hand.  Kohler, a native of Haledon, New Jersey competed at Hinchliffe, he raced car #40.  
Built in 1932, Hinchliffe Stadium is on the National Register of Historic Places and was home to the New York Black Yankees and the New York Cubans of the Negro League, the Paterson Panthers, Paterson Giants, Paterson Nighthawks and the Silk City Bears in professional football, world class racing, boxing and national entertainment acts.   
The Friends of Hinchliffe Stadium (www.hinchliffestadium.org) is a non-profit organization dedicated to the revitalization of historic Hinchliffe Stadium while raising awareness of Hinchliffe Stadium’s national significance. 

For further information please contact Brian LoPinto at (973) 773-8646 or Ronny Dennis (718) 344-0502. 
